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Federal Communications Commission § 73.691 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 73.687, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected which appears in the Find-
ing Aids section of the printed volume and 
on GPO Access. 

§ 73.688 Indicating instruments. 
(a) Each TV broadcast station shall 

be equipped with indicating instru-
ments which conform with the speci-
fications described in § 73.1215 for meas-
uring the operating parameters of the 
last radio stage of the visual trans-
mitter, and with such other instru-
ments as are necessary for the proper 
adjustment, operation, and mainte-
nance of the visual transmitting sys-
tem. 

(b) The function of each instrument 
shall be clearly and permanently 
shown on the instrument itself or on 
the panel immediately adjacent there-
to. 

(c) In the event that any one of these 
indicating instruments becomes defec-
tive, when no substitute which con-
forms with the required specifications 
is available, the station may be oper-
ated without the defective instrument 
pending its repair or replacement for a 
period not in excess of 60 days without 
further authority of the FCC, provided 
that: 

(1) If the defective instrument is the 
transmission line meter used for deter-
mining the output power by the direct 
method, the operating power shall be 
determined or maintained by the indi-
rect method whenever possible or by 
using the operating parameters of the 
last radio stage of the transmitter dur-
ing the time the station is operated 
without the transmission line meter. 

(2) If conditions beyond the control of 
the licensee prevent the restoration of 
the meter to service within the above 
allowed period, informal request in ac-
cordance with § 73.3549 may be filed 

with the Engineer in Charge of the 
radio district in which the station is 
located for such additional time as 
may be required to complete repairs of 
the defective instrument. 

[41 FR 36818, Sept. 1, 1976, as amended at 48 
FR 38480, Aug. 24, 1983; 49 FR 50048, Dec. 26, 
1984; 50 FR 26568, June 27, 1985] 

§ 73.691 Visual modulation monitoring. 

(a) Each TV station must have meas-
uring equipment for determining that 
the transmitted visual signal conforms 
to the provisions of this subpart. The 
licensee shall decide the monitoring 
and measurement methods or proce-
dures for indicating and controlling the 
visual signal. 

(b) In the event technical problems 
make it impossible to operate in ac-
cordance with the timing and carrier 
level tolerance requirements of § 73.682 
(a)(9)(i), (a)(9)(ii), (a)(12), (a)(13), and 
(a)(17), a TV broadcast station may op-
erate at variance for a period of not 
more than 30 days without specific au-
thority from the FCC: provided that, 
the date and time of the initial out-of- 
tolerance condition has been entered in 
the station log. If the operation at 
variance will exceed 10 consecutive 
days, a notification must be sent to the 
FCC in Washington, D.C., not later 
than the 10th day of such operation. In 
the event normal operation is resumed 
prior to the end of the 30 day period, 
the licensee must notify the FCC upon 
restoration of normal operation. If 
causes beyond the control of the li-
censee prevent restoration of normal 
operation within 30 days, a written re-
quest must be made to the FCC in 
Washington, D.C., no later than the 
30th day for such additional time as 
may be necessary. 

[60 FR 55480, Nov. 1, 1995] 
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